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7:45 pm Friday Evening Prayer and Worship 

Prelude 
I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to Be Free  Billy Taylor & Nina Simone 

St. J. Jazz Quartet 

Welcome and Intro to overall theme:  Be the Church in the Chaos      Terry Hanley

Call to Worship (Inclusive Bible Translation) 
One:  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, but the earth 
became chaos and emptiness, and darkness came over the face of the Deep yet 
the Spirit of God was brooding over the surface of the waters.  (Gen 1:12) 
(All):  In the beginning there was the Word; the Word was in God's presence, and 
the Word was God. (John 1:1) 
One: They began to complain against Moses and Aaron there in the wilderness.  
The people of Israel said to them, "If only we had died by YHWH's hand in the land 
of Egypt, when we sat next to pots of meat and ate our bread till we were filled!  
But now you have brought the whole community out into this wilderness to die of 
hunger!" (Exodus 16:23) 
(All): With one mind they devoted themselves in constant prayer.  The 
community of believers was of one mind and one heart. None of them claimed 
anything as their own; rather, everything was held in common. (Acts 1:14b; Acts 
4:32) 
One: Spare me the racket of your chanting! Relieve me of the strumming of your 
harps!  Instead let Justice flow like an unfailing stream. (Amos 5:2324) 
All:  Yet the hour is coming and is already here when real worshipers will worship 
Abba God in Spirit and truth. Indeed it is just such worshipers whom Abba God 
seeks.  God is Spirit, and those who worship God must worship in Spirit and in 
truth. (John 4:23-24) 

All:  Let us worship God in Spirit and in truth with growing faith, great hope, and 
awesome love! 
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Hymn   O God Our Help in Ages Past (jazz version) 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  

Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home. 
Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame, 

From everlasting you are God, to endless years the same. 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, soon bears us all away;  

We fly forgotten, as a dream fades at the opening day. 
Under the shadow or your throne your saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone,  

Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

Still be our God while troubles last, and our eternal home.  

Litany & Candle Lighting 
PRAYING FOR PEACE 
LEADER:  May the Peace which passes all understanding be with you! 
PEOPLE: And also with you! 
 FIRST READER:  Light is an image from scripture associated with peace, harmony 
and oneness with God. When all was in chaos God said, Let there be light, and 
created order – and called it good.  
PEOPLE:  Order is a facet  of God's goodness and of all that is created. We see 
order in the light. Let us celebrate the light of the world. 
SECOND READER:  In the great story of the Exodus from Egypt the people were 
afraid and fearful for their lives. God gave them a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 
of fire by night that they might find their way to freedom and order and peace. 
PEOPLE: We too are afraid that the nations will lose their way. O, God, give us 
order from the chaos that we might find our way to peace. 
LEADER: Let us place upon Christ's Holy Table, where everyone is welcome, this 
candle. Let us light it and let it stand as a beacon calling us from chaos and warfare 
to order and peace. 
(Here, the candle is lit at or brought to the Communion table.) 



Friday evening worship; Page 3 

LEADER: Let us pray to the God of life and light, for Order and for Peace: 
ALL: God who created light that your children might walk in light and live in 
shared abundance, we come before you in faith and in hope that even now the 
nations might choose to walk in light and order, putting aside. Drawn to the light 
of this candle we make bold to pray that you would touch the hearts and minds 
of world leaders afresh. May the councils of the powerful yield to your 
everlasting wisdom. Wherever chaos and threats abound, may your Peace and 
understanding quiet fear and animosity.  
LEADER: Holy One, give new and powerful gifts of courage and leadership to those 
who speak and work for Peace. Help us to confess that chaos in this time is a mark 
of our failing one another and contrary to your will.  In these days of anxiety and 
intentional chaos stand by us and make us strong that we might not be paralyzed 
by fear but rather empowered to speak on behalf of Peace, work for order and 
Peace, pray for Peace, and live in Peace with one another. Amen. 

Passing of the peace Terry Hanley 
You are invited to find someone you don’t know,  ask name and from where and 
church they’re from, and say own name 

Closing Hymn  Somos El Barquo   Pete Seeger 
Refrain: 

Somos el barquo. Somos el mar. Yo navego en ti; tu navegas en mi. 
We are the boat. We are the sea. I sail in you, you sail in me.  

1. The stream sings it to the river and the river sings it to the sea,
and the sea sings it to the boat that carries you and me. (refrain)

2. The boat that we are sailing in is built by many hands,
and the sea that we are sailing on touches ev'ry land.  (refrain)

3. Now the voyage has been long and hard yet we are sailing still;
with a song to help us pull together if we only will. (refrain)

4. So with our hopes we raise the sails to face the winds once more;
and with our hearts we chart the waters never sailed before.  (refrain)
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Benediction 
LEADER:  Let us choose to trust that chaos can be the raw material from which 
God’s kin-dom comes.   
PEOPLE: Lord, make us an instrument of your peace! 
LEADER:  Let us seek the ways of divine justice that hold promise for all life in 
lasting order and peace rather than domination by chaos. 
PEOPLE: Lord, make us an instrument of your peace! 
LEADER: Then let us go from this place to bring light in gloom, hope in despair, 
order from chaos, and to sow true and lasting peace by word and deed. 
PEOPLE: Lord, make us an instrument of your peace! Amen! 

Poslude 
Fantasy on St. Anne   Barbara Connelly, organ 
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9:00 am Saturday Morning Prayer Service 

Opening Candle Lighting Ritual 
Song: The Lord’s Prayer (It’s Yours) - Matt Maher  Ava Bilton 

Scripture & Prayer 
Leader: 

James 5:13-18 (NRSV) Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? 

They should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of 

the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.  

15 The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 

committed sins will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 

another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 

Kyrie 

17 Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three 

years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave 

rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 

Kyrie 

Let us Pray from our hearts…. 
(Silence is held for prayer  - 3-4 minutes) 
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Kyrie 

AMEN 

Benediction 

Song: This is not the End - Gungor Ava Bilton 
This is not the end 

This is not the end of this 

We will open our eyes wide, wider 

This is not our last 

This is not our last breath 

We will open our mouths wide, wider 

And you know you’ll be alright 

Oh and you know you’ll be alright 

This is not the end 

This is not the end of us 

We will shine like the stars bright, brighter 
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2:45 pm Saturday Afternoon Closing worship and Communion 

Prelude 
Spirit Wind  John Bartsch  

United Community Handbell Ensemble, Phil Brown, music director 

Candle Lighting  with special acknowledgement of the Light at and on the Table 
(Creator Let Your Kin-dom Come)  

Opening Scripture with Prayer of Invocation 
Scripture  “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God.”  Philippians 4:6 
Gathering Prayer  Thomas Carlyle – Scottish essayist, historian, and philosopher 
said   “Wonder is the basis of worship” ~Holy God, Holy Christ, Holy Spirit – may 
your tongues of fire pour on us to open our minds, move us out of our comfort 
zones, and lead us to places we have never been.   Grant us humility to ask what 
we do we do not know, courage to seek the holy in the ordinary, order in the midst 
of chaos,  and curiosity to explore all the wonders of this world that we might 
share all that we have and all that we are with all who ever have been, who are 
now, and who shall ever be.  With faith that with you, divine teacher, nothing is 
impossible, we gather as your dearly beloved to heal our broken hearts, hope in 
what we do not understand, and to lean and live into your redeeming  love.  Help 
us to “Be the Church in the chaos” offering sanctuary, hope, peace, joy, and love. 
In the mystery of these times, and in this gathering, let us worship with wonder 
and awe and amazement  – as we learn to live the questions and serve you in this 
world, in the words of your dearly beloved MLK, with hearts full of grace, and souls 
generated by love.  Amen.  

Hymn: In the Midst of New Dimensions 

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways. 
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering in their separate ways? 

[Refrain] God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 
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We your people, ours the journey now and ever, 
now and ever, now and ever more. 

Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair, 
Who will lift the olive branches? Who will light the flame of care? 

[Refrain] God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 
We your people, ours the journey now and ever, 
now and ever, now and ever more. 

Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain, 
May your blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the church again. 

[Refrain] God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 
We your people, ours the journey now and ever, 
now and ever, now and ever more. 

Prayer of Confession (6 mins) 
Confessing Together – A perfect time to practice the prayer of listening 
(Leader): Still Speaking God, we confess that we often don’t listen for you in the 
midst of our noisy, busy, chaotic lives.  Grant us your order and your peace, a peace 
that invites a silence where only you can be heard. We acknowledge that our 
failure to hear is more often than not because we are not listening.    
(All): May our prayers be rooted in trust, in faith, and not supplications in which 
we expect instant gratification and simple answers.   Forgive us for trying to 
quench our thirst with the things of this world rather than with the waters of life 
offered by you. Gracious God, we seek your grace, knowing that as we have been 
hurt, we have hurt.  Holy Spirit, breathe on us.  Free us from our pain, our guilt, 
so that in our freedom we may find wholeness for ourselves and seek wholeness 
for all. From the chaos of our lives and world, give us ears, eyes, voices, feet, and 
hands to bring order, rooted in faith and in love. Oh God, hear our prayers. 

Silent Prayer – a time for listening 
(Leader): The Good News is that all we seek, all we ask, all we pray for is already 

given us for the taking.   God’s grace is a gift freely offered to all.  God's beautiful 

order that is authentic life and living is always ready to be discovered.  We accept 
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these sacred gifts for ourselves and share them with the world. Through this, all 

will be well.  Thanks be to God.   

Let us pray as Jesus taught us using the translation from the Anglican Church of New 

Zealand Prayerbook: 

Eternal Spirit, Earthmaker, Painbearer, Lifegiver, Source of all that is and that 

shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The 

hallowing of your name echo through the universe! The way of your justice be 

followed by the peoples of the world! Your heavenly will be done by all created 

beings! Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come 

on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb 

from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. Amen.  

Anthem:  Joy Shall Come In the Morning - Mary Alice Amidon, arr. Peter Amidon 

Conference Choir, Barbara Connelly, music director 

Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33  

Sermon Rev. Shari Prestermon  "Courage in the Chaos." 

Offering Introduction
The Vermont Conference established an endowed scholarship in honor of the Rev. George 
Washington Henderson at Dillard University, a historically Black college associated with 
the United Church of Christ, nearly two decades ago. The proceeds from every other 
Annual Meeting offering continues our support for this scholarship. GW Henderson was 
born enslaved in Virginia and moved after the Civil War to Underhill, Vermont where he 
quickly distinguished himself as a scholar, graduating top of his class from the University of 
Vermont in 1877 and receiving a B.Div. degree from Yale University in 1883. He worked as 
a principal in several Vermont schools including Jericho Academy, Craftsbury Academy and 
Newport Graded Schools. After leaving Vermont, Henderson became a Congregational 
Minister, serving in both church and academic settings, including at Dillard University.



Words of Institution 

Blessing of the Elements and Invitation to the Table 
Sharing of the Elements 

Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace - Kevin McChesney  

United Community Handbell Ensemble, Phil Brown, music director 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

God, Creator of Order from chaos, life from death, we give thanks for all that you 
have done, are doing, and will do. May the gifts of the bread of life and the New 
Covenant given to us through your Son, Jesus Christ, strengthen us, prepare us, 
embolden us to be the church in the chaos, spreading the Good News of the 
power of faith, hope, peace, and love in and through it all. Amen. 

Closing Poem Lahoma Howard
Go to the Limits of Your Longing” by Rainer Maria Rilke, trans. Anita Barrows and Joanna Macy. From Rilke’s Book of 
Hours (Riverhead Books). Used with appreciation for the translators

God speaks to each of us as he (God) makes us, 
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Communion Rev. Dr. Lynn Bujnak, celebrant Rev. Paul Sangree, celebrant 
Invitation 
Prayer 

then walks with us silently out of the night.  

These are the words we dimly hear: 

You, sent out beyond your recall, 
go to the limits of your longing.  
Embody me. 

Flare up like flame  
and make big shadows I can move in. 

Let everything happen to you: beauty and terror.  

Offertory: Chant de Paix - Jean Langlais  
      Barbara Connelly, organist

Just keep going.  No feeling is final.   
Don’t let yourself lose me. 
Nearby is the country they call life 
You will know it by its seriousness. 
Give me your hand 
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(Creator Let Your Kin-dom Come) 

Benediction 

Postlude: Hymne d'Actions de grâces, Op. 5, No. 3 - Jean Langlais

 James Farmer, organist 
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