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AGENDA FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING 

FRIDAY, MAY 1 

 
 

3:45–4:30 pm Registration, Music, Snacks and Socializing   

4:00pm St. J. Jazz Quartet offering music in the Sanctuary  

5:00–5:45 pm Dinner   

6:00–8:15 pm FIRST PLENARY (available virtually) 

  ● Welcome and Introduction of Guests  
● Call to Order and Opening Prayer  
● Confirm quorum  
● Adopt definitions and procedures  
● Adopt “Covenant for Dialogue”  
● Approve Minutes from VTCUCC Annual Meeting 2025  
● Nomination of Parliamentarian  
● Nomination of Scribes  
● Speak-outs  
● Nominating Report - Rev. Peter Plagge 
● Elections and Commissioning (*on end of nominating slides) 
● Hope Fund Presentation - Rev. Paul Sangree 

● Justice and Witness Ministries Presentation – Rev. Debbie 
Ingram 

  

6:55 pm State of the Conference Address (available virtually) 

  The Rev. Dr. Lynn Bujnak and Rev. Paul Sangree   

7:45 pm Evening Prayer and Worship (available virtually) 

8:30 pm Social hour in Fellowship Hall with St. J. Jazz Quartet 

Possible swing dance lesson with Barbara Connelly 

 

 

STOP BY THE INFORMATION TABLES 
—————————————————————————————— 

Visit our information tables throughout the Annual Meeting. 
 

JWM 
Justice & Witness Ministries 

Horton Center 
Outdoor ministries 

Pathways Theological Education 
Theological education and formation 

Board of Directors 
Conference leadership 

Church World Service 
Global relief and community support 

Global Ministries  
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SATURDAY, MAY 2 

 
 

8:00-9:00 am 3rd Annual Betty Edson Peacemakers Breakfast  

hosted by the Rev. Debbie Ingram 

9:10-9:30 am Morning Contemplative Worship  

9:30 am SECOND PLENARY (available virtually) 

  ● Financial Resolutions (Document E, F) - Discussion & 

Vote - Rev. Leigh McCaffrey 

● Ministry 21 - Rev. Susie Webster-Toleno 

● Speak-outs 

  

10:30 am Keynote address - Rev. Shari Prestemon (available virtually) 

11:45-12:45 pm Lunch in the Social Hall   

1:00 pm Workshops   

  The Prophetic Church: Being the Church in an Age of Distorted Theology, 

Gangsterized Government, and Moral Destitution. Presenter: Rev. Ed Sunday-
Winters 

 Community Advocacy: Join the Survival Revival! Meeting the Spiritual and 

Material Needs of our Communities as We Work to End Systemic Poverty. 

Presenters: Shailly Gupta-Barnes, Phil Wider, Ciara Taylor, and ana g. lara lopez 

 Worship Innovation: Beyond the Hymnal: A Practical Workshop for Worship 

Innovation. Presenter: Rev. Ava Bilton 

 Should We Save That?: An Introduction to Preserving Your Church’s Records. 

Presenter: Dr. Kyle Roberts 

 Keynote Follow-Up Conversation: Making Our Way Through the Mess. 

Presenter: Rev. Dr. Shari Prestemon 

2:15-2:30 pm THIRD PLENARY (available virtually) 

  ● Ordination Anniversaries and Church Celebrations 

● Recognition of OCWM, 5 for 5 Churches, and Hope Fund 

● Presentation of Gifts 

  

2:45-3:30 pm Closing worship including communion (available virtually) 
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Map of United Community Church UCC 

 
                                                                 The map of 1st floor 

 
 
                                                                 The map of 2nd floor 
 

 
 

Registration is in Parlor 
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                                                                 The map of floor B (Bacement) 
 

 
 

Conference parking layout 
 

● Church lot parking for mobility challenged and Conference staff only 
● Delegates stay at the Comfort Inn should park at the hotel and take the Shuttle 
● Commuters should park on Main or Church Sts. or in designated areas at Fr. Lively 

Center and St. John’s Catholic Church 
 

Vendors are in Fellowship Hall 2 



 

7 
Annual Meeting 2026                          Vermont Conference United Church of Christ      

Covenant for Dialogue 

 

 

We covenant with one another to sustain a congregational culture in which we will 

communicate with integrity and mutual respect, and in which our creative energy—both 

individual and collective—will be free to flourish. 

 

We will repeat in our own words what the other has said to confirm that we have 

understood them, and ask them to do the same if we feel we have not been understood. 

 

We will communicate directly with each other, using the first person, using “I.” 

 

We will try to make our meaning clear and say what we mean and mean what we say. 

 

We will identify merit in another person’s idea or suggestion before we identify its 

deficiencies. 

 

We will be willing to inquire into another person’s reasons and reasoning and will 

welcome inquiry into our own reasons and reasoning. 

 

We will listen to understand, but don’t necessarily have to agree. 

 

We will not say outside the meeting what we are unwilling to say inside the meeting. 
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Definitions and Recommended Procedures for Annual Meeting 

Guidelines for discussion, motions, and voting 

 

1. All motions and amendments from the floor shall be presented to the meeting 

chair and scribe in writing. 

2. When necessary, the meeting chair may impose the following limits on debating 

motions and resolutions: 

•   A limit on the total time for discussion of the motion or resolution. 

•   A limit of two minutes for any one speaker. Time to be kept by an appointed 

timekeeper. 

3. Delegates must raise a hand in order to address the assembly. Once called upon 

to speak, delegates must state whether they are for or opposed to the amendment 

or resolution. 

4. Delegates will vote by using their voter cards when called upon to do so. 

5. Robert's Rules of Order shall be used to guide debate and action. The meeting 

chair may seek the advice of the parliamentarian at any time. A delegate may seek 

a ruling by the parliamentarian. 

6. As members of a faith community, we should consider the feelings of others on 

the losing side when deciding whether or not to applaud the result of the vote on a 

contested issue. 

7. Making a motion to get an immediate vote on an issue ("I move the previous 

question" or "I call the question") is an important parliamentary tool, but if there are 

still those wishing to speak, they may feel treated as unimportant. This tool should 

be used sparingly in a church assembly. 

8. There are other more obscure parliamentary maneuvers which can sometimes be 

used to "win" a point. Those familiar with these should be careful about invoking 

them, since decisions in a faith body should be made on the basis of discernment of 

the Spirit and rational argument rather than manipulation of the rules. 
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Minutes from the 2025 Vermont Conference UCC 

Annual Meeting held on May 2-3, 2025 at Grace Congregational Church, Rutland 

 

First Plenary: Friday evening 

Welcome and starting business 

● Carrie Youngblood (Moderator) welcomed and opened the VTCUCC Annual Meeting. 

● Lynn Bujnak (Conference Minister) and Paul Sangree (Associate Conference Minister) 

were introduced. Honored guests were recognized and granted voice without vote.  

● Carrie called the meeting to order and Rev. Terry Hanley (Grace Church) offered an 

opening prayer.  

● A quorum was confirmed.  

● Erin Reardon (Chair, Board of Directors) moved for the adoption of the Definitions and 

Procedures and the Covenant for Dialogue. These were adopted.  

● Minutes from the 2024 VTCUCC Annual Meeting were reviewed. Lou Rochford 

[Burlington, First] made a motion to approve the minutes. Rev. Amy Davin [Hartland] 

seconded the motion. The motion was approved with one abstention.  

● Erin made a motion to empower John Hill Federated church of Castleton and Rev. 

Debbie Ingram [College Street ] as Parliamentarians and Rev. Thew Deen [Newfane] 

and Rev. Gayle McFarland (Bethany, Montpelier) as Scribes. Fred Bruning [Guilford] 

seconded the motion. The motion was approved.  

Resolution on Acknowledging and Compensating the Black Musical Community for the 

Under- and Unacknowledged Musical Works of Black People, especially “Negro Spirituals”  

● Erin Reardon presented the Resolution on Acknowledging and Compensating the 

Black Musical Community for the Under- and Unacknowledged Musical Works of Black 

People, especially “Negro Spirituals” brought by the Justice Witness Ministry of the 

Conference and approved by the Board of Directors, and thus not needing to be 

seconded. Sally May (Justice Witness Ministry) spoke further in presenting the 

resolution. Carrie opened the floor to further discussion. Michelle Fontaine (Ludlow) 

described the journey that led to this resolution. Sally spoke further on how the Essex 

Junction church adopted this practice and how it works there. There were no speakers 

against the resolution. Carrie called the vote and the motion to adopt the resolution 

passed. The resolution will be posted publicly and sent to all local congregations.  

Speak Outs 

● Laura Nassau (College Street, Burlington) and Tivvi Pare (Executive Director of Horton 

Center, New Hampshire) spoke to promote participation in and support of outdoor 

ministries at Horton Center in New Hampshire.  
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● Sally Kirschner (Charlotte) spoke on concerns about the attacks on democracy and 

individuals and to lift up the ringing of church bells and vigils to promote hope in the 

struggle.  

● Scott Cooper (Brattleboro) remembered and honored the life and ministry of Rev. 

Roger Brown who served the Center Congregational Church in Brattleboro. On behalf 

of Roger’s brother Rev. David Brown, Scott presented Paul Sangree an organ pipe 

from Paul’s home church (Center Congregational].  

● James Merriam (Wells River) spoke as a member of the Convocation Planning 

Committee to promote Clergy Convocation, a gathering for all clergy, this October 6-8.  

● Elliot Munn (Vergennes) spoke as the Director of the Conference Board of Directors to 

encourage people to become Friends of the Conference, a way to give directly to the 

Conference.  

● Grace Cleary, Mallets Bay encouraged churches to apply for Summer Lunch Grants 

(application deadline May 31) to feed hungry children in the community.  

● Lisa Bessett (Vergennes) highlighted the work of laundrylove.org, a ministry that helps 

people be able to do their laundry.  

● Katelynn McRae (Richmond) , Alyssa May (Orleans Federated Church) of the 

Ministerial Standards and Standing Committee asked for people to let them know 

about social justice trainings and resources, what has been helpful and what has not. 

They also reminded everyone that clergy are mandated reporters and that free online 

mandated reporter trainings are available. And to close, they thanked all those who 

provided immediate and long-term emotional and other support post flooding.  

Recognition of OCWM and 5 for 5 Churches 

● Carrie introduced Paul Eyer (Williston) of the Finance Committee to recognize those 

churches that contributed to Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM, basic support) as 

well as the other four special offerings collected during the year: The Christmas Fund, 

Neighbors in Need, One Great Hour of Sharing, and Strengthen the Church.  

1. Basic Support (62 Churches) 

The Congregational Church of Middlebury, UCC, Charlotte Congregational Church UCC, 

College Street Congregational UCC of Burlington, Waterbury Congregational Church UCC, 

Bethany UCC, Randolph, First Congregational UCC of Essex Junction, Norwich 

Congregational Church UCC, Second Congregational UCC of Bennington, First 

Congregational UCC of Burlington, Congregational Church of South Hero, UCC, Grace 

Congregational UCC, Rutland, United Church of Dorset & East Rupert, Centre 

Congregational UCC of Brattleboro, United Church of Underhill, Federated Church of 

Rochester UCC, Williston Federated Church, First Congregational UCC of Springfield, 

Danville Congregational Church UCC, Weybridge Congregational UCC, Guilford Community 

Church UCC, Greensboro United Church of Christ, Warren United Church, UCC, Vergennes 

Congregational Church of UCC, Second Congregational Church UCC of Londonderry, United 

Church of Newport, East Burke Congregational Church UCC, The Old Meeting House, United 

Church UCC of Hinesburg, Bethany Church UCC, Montpelier, Richmond Congregational 
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UCC, United Church of Craftsbury, Westfield First Congregational Church, Waitsfield United 

Church of Christ, Federated Church of Bristol, Congregational Church of Westminster West 

UCC, United Church of Bellows Falls, Inc. UCC, First Congregational Church in Thetford, 

Brownington Village Congregational, UCC, Pittsford Congregational Church UCC, United 

Church of Northfield UCC, United Community Church of Morrisville, First Congregational 

UCC of Lyndonville, Brandon Congregational Church, First Congregational Church of 

Hartland, West Newbury Congregation Church UCC, East Corinth Congregational Church, 

First Congregational UCC of Sharon, United Church of Cabot UCC, First Congregational 

Church of Fair Haven UCC, United Church of Ludlow, Second Congregational UCC, Hyde 

Park, First Congregational Church of Cornwall, Barton United Church of Christ, New Haven 

Congregational Church, First Congregational UCC of Brattleboro, Westmore Community 

Church UCC, Williamstown United Federated Church, Marlboro Meeting House, Wells River 

Congregational Church UCC, Second Congregational UCC of Jeffersonville, United 

Community Church, UCC of St. Johnsbury, United Church of West Rutland. 

2. One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS - 43 Churches) 

Middlebury, South Hero, Guilford, Waterbury, College Street (Burlington), Grace (Rutland), 

Greensboro, Charlotte, Bennington (2nd), Newfane, Weybridge, Warren, The Old Meeting 

House, Burlington (1st), Bethany (Randolph), Williston, Dorset & East Rupert, Ludlow, Post 

Mills, Richmond, Danville, Waitsfield, St. Johnsbury, Old South, Shoreham, Brattleboro 

(Centre), Westminster West, Berlin, Jeffersonville (2nd), Hyde Park (2nd), Vergennes, 

Craftsbury, Northfield, Bellows Falls, Springfield (1st), New Haven, Morrisville, Cornwall, 

Lyndonville, Brattleboro (1st), North Pomfret, Essex Junction, Wells River. 

3. Neighbors in Need (NIN - 36 Churches) 

Middlebury, Craftsbury, Charlotte, South Hero, Ludlow, Burlington (1st), Williston, Weybridge, 

Greensboro, Essex Junction, Dorset & East Rupert, Warren, Danville, Richmond, St. 

Johnsbury, Bethany (Randolph), Brattleboro (Centre), College Street (Burlington), Grace 

(Rutland), Berlin, Bellows Falls, Hyde Park (2nd), New Haven, Springfield (1st), Shoreham, 

Jeffersonville (2nd), Northfield, Waitsfield, Lyndonville, Morrisville, Guilford, East Burke, 

Brattleboro (1st), Bennington (2nd), North Pomfret, Wells River.

 

4. Strengthening the Church (STC - 29 Churches) 

Grace (Rutland), South Hero, Warren, Greensboro, Charlotte, Essex Junction, Weybridge, 

College Street (Burlington), Waitsfield, Ludlow, Bethany (Randolph), St. Johnsbury, 

Bennington (2nd), Old South, Brattleboro (Centre), Dorset & East Rupert, Danville, 

Jeffersonville (2nd), Springfield (1st), Morrisville, Northfield, Guilford, East Burke, Brattleboro 

(1st), North Pomfret, Brownington Village, New Haven, Wells River, Cornwall.

 

5. The Christmas Fund (29 Churches) 
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South Hero, Grace (Rutland), Weybridge, College Street (Burlington), Charlotte, Ludlow, St. 

Johnsbury, Greensboro, Essex Junction, New Haven, Dorset & East Rupert, Danville, 

Waitsfield, Hyde Park (2nd), Wells River, Springfield (1st), Bennington (2nd), Richmond, 

Jeffersonville (2nd), Lyndonville, Bellows Falls, Northfield, Bakersfield & Fairfield, Morrisville, 

Bethany (Randolph), Guilford, East Burke, North Pomfret, West Rutland.

 

       22 Churches: 5 for 5 Achievers 

Second Congregational (Bennington), College Street (Burlington), Charlotte Congregational, 

Danville Congregational, Dorset & East Rupert, First Congregational (Essex Junction), 

Greensboro UCC, Guilford Community, Second Congregational (Jeffersonville), United 

Church of Ludlow, United Community (Morrisville), New Haven Congregational, United 

Church of Northfield, Bethany (Randolph), Grace Congregational (Rutland), Congregational 

Church of South Hero, First Congregational (Springfield), United Community (St. Johnsbury), 

Waitsfield UCC, Wells River Congregational, Weybridge Congregational, East Burke 

Congregational. 

Members in Memoriam 

Lynn and Paul honored the clergy who have passed from this life to the next since 2024.  

● Rev. William Ellis Cobb 

●  Rev. Junius Yorke Peeler Jr 

● Rev. Darlene "Sherry" Sheryl Baer 

● Ned Leslie Davis 

● Rev. William Wintersteen 

● Rev. Roger L. Brown 

● Rev.Benjamin Waitt Thurber 

● Rev. Judith Cross Myrick 

● Rev. Edward “Pete” Charles Hults 

Retirements and Transitions 

Lynn and Paul recognized those who have moved into ministry in another setting or 

retirement.  

● Laurie Chipman, Christian Educator, retired from the First Congregational Church 

Essex Junction United Church of Christ 

● Rev. Kim McKerly is retiring from the Bethany Congregational Church, Randolph 

● Rev. Cordelia Burpee is retiring from the Congregational Church of South Hero 

 

New Clergy 

Lynn and Paul welcomed leaders in new roles in the Conference.  
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● Rev. Allyson Platt Interim Pastor of the Guilford Community Church, UCC 

● Pastor Jennifer Lund Interim Pastor of the West Newbury Congregational Church 

● Rev. Jessica Derise Interim Pastor of the College Street Congregational Church, 

Burlington 

● Rev. Sonia Dunbar Second Congregational Church of Hyde Park 

● Rev. Chelsea Page was called to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

● Rev. Sally May was installed at Second Congregational Church, Jeffersonville 

● Rev. Laura Engelken was installed at the Malletts Bay Congregational Church in 

Colchester 

● Rev. Thew Deen was ordained on May 26, 2024 at Newfane Congregational Church 

● Rev. Lahoma Howard was ordained and installed on December 7, 2024 at the United 

Community Church of St. Johnsbury 

● Rev. Julie Demaree is being ordained on June 8, 2025 at Pittsford Congregational 

Church.  

● Rev. Pastor Ava Bilton has been recommended for an ecclesiastical council 

● Rev. Lynn Pilcher is a Member in Discernment from the Grace Congregational Church, 

Rutland 

● Rev. Dave Schilling is a Member in Discernment, serving The Old Meeting House as a 

licensed minister 

● Rev.Hannah Connor is a Member in Discernment, from The Old Meeting House 

● Rev.Lisa Bessette is a Member in Discernment from the Vergennes Congregational 

Church 

State of the Conference by Lynn and Paul 

● The Vermont Conference has 119 churches in 7 associations; the Grafton-Orange 

association dissolved and is not part of the Windsor Association.  

● About 73% of churches have fewer than 100 members.  

● 63 churches are Open and Affirming (ONA) 

● 14 churches are somewhere in the arc of the search process: 5 are searching for a 

full-time minister; 2 are searching jointly to share a full-time minister; 1 is searching for 

a ¾ time minister; and 6 are searching for a ½ time minister. Many smaller 

congregations are self-led and/or rely on pulpit supply.  

● The arrest of Rev. William Barber and 2 others as they prayed in the Capitol rotunda 

was lifted up.  

● The book How to Be Brave was quoted. The Vermont Conference is a brave little 

conference in a brave little state.  

● Last summer’s flooding and relief efforts by the Conference were described. The 

Ludlow church became a disaster recovery center for Vermont.  

● Ministry 21, in partnership with the New Hampshire conference, is preparing leaders 

for our congregations by providing several pathways to church leadership.  

● Justice and Witness Ministry is active in the conference with regular meetings on 

Zoom. Last week’s Vermont Interfaith Action’s rally at the statehouse to bring attention 

to the arrest and detention of M. Mahdawi 

● Highlighted the work of the Conference Search Consultants.  
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● Highlighted the Vitality Event at the Charlotte church this spring focusing on Children 

and Youth.  

● Noted several opportunities for clergy support.  

● Benet B. dare greatly as an act of bravery.  

 

 

Second Plenary: Saturday morning 

Peacemakers’ Breakfast presented by Justice and Witness Ministries 

Morning Worship 

Finance Report 

● Leigh McCaffrey (First Church, Burlington) reported on the finances of the Conference. 

The Financial Booklet is available and was reviewed by The Finance Committee, the 

Investment Committee, and the Board of Directors. The current state of the finances of 

the Conference are very good.  

● Leigh reviewed the past year’s budget, the decline of OCWM giving, the return on 

stock investments, and the amount drawn on investments.  

● Leigh encouraged each church to email treasurer@vermontucc.org with the contact 

information of the church treasurer in order to connect all those working on church 

finances to learn together how to steward church resources.  

● Leigh also highlighted the Friends of the Conference campaign and encouraged 

participation.  

● Leigh the reviewed the 2026 budget, with modest increases in expenses, mostly for 

staff compensation. A full staff review will be done in 2025.  

● Programs supported by the Conference budget include every day support for clergy 

and congregations, support for future leadership, the work of the Ministerial Standing 

and Standards Committee, our historic senior living facility in Newbury, Justice and 

Witness work, among other work. 

● Leigh presented the resolution proposed by the board for 2026:  

○ Continuation of OCWM funds divided 30% to the national setting of the UCC 

and 70% remaining with the Vermont Conference (any surplus over budget 

shared with the national setting) 

○ Each congregation is encouraged to increase its OCWM support by 1% a year 

with a goal of 10% or more of local expenses and a per capita rate of $15.72 for 

2026 with associations able to vote to increase that amount.  

○ Churches are encouraged to contribute at least quarterly rather than annually.  

○ The Board is empowered to transfer funds as necessary for cash flow and is 

authorized to amend the budget within the voted limits if necessary.  

● Discussion followed the presentation, including 2 questions: 

○ Alyssa May (Orleans Federated) asked if it is possible to have automatic 

electronic payments for OCWM. The answer is yes.  

mailto:treasurer@vermontucc.org
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○ Mark Mendes (First Congregational, Essex Junction) asked about the $25k That 

was provided to the UMC for Covenant Hills for UCC outdoor ministries. Lynn 

responded that the UMC has chosen to give Covenant Hills to the Abenaki 

Nation and the Board will ask for the Conference money to be returned for 

outdoor ministries with a statement of affirmation for returning the land.  

● The vote was called and the motion to pass the budget passed.  

Recognition of Open and Affirming Churches 

● Laura Engelken (Malletts Bay) presented the list of ONA churches in the Vermont 

Conference.  

● 64 churches have adopted ONA statements from 1992 to the present.  

● Laura also highlighted the Love is Louder campaign of the UCC.  

Ministry 21 

● Rev. Susie Webster Toleno, Jenny Lund, and Dave Schilling presented a report on 

Ministry 21 and encouraged everyone to look for those who may have a call and to 

connect them with Susie and Ministry 21.  

Global Ministries 

● Derek Duncan (Global Relations Minister for East Asia and the Pacific) conveyed 

greeting on behalf of Interim Director Sherry Presteman, lifted up the journey of Najima 

Joe, and highlighted the work of Global Ministries. He also thanked the Conference for 

its support and recommended the book Rooted in Faith and Justice.  

Keynote Speaker 

● Lynn took a moment of personal privilege to express deep gratitude to those who have 

put so much time and labor into putting together this conference, especially Jackie 

Lingelbach and Leigh McCaffrey.  

● Lynn introduced Rev. Dr. Marvin Ellison, the keynote speaker. Marvin address was 

titled Exercising the Power of the Weak: a Progressive Christian’s Response to White 

Christian Nationalism.  

● After the keynote address, Lynn highlighted that there would be the opportunity to 

continue the dialogue in one of the afternoon workshops.  

● John presented Marvin with a charcuterie board 

● Carrie dismissed the meeting to lunch with an explanation of where affinity groups 

would gather in the Fellowship Hall and encouragement to join an affinity group or sit 

down and get to know someone new.  

 

Third Plenary: Saturday afternoon 

Speak Outs:  

● Liz Sykas (Bethany, Montpelier) promoted the programs of Star Island, a UU/UCC 

jointly owned retreat space.  
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● Chris Heinz (Bristol Federated) encouraged people to support his fundraising efforts 

through Empire State Ride for Cancer. 

● Lahoma Howard (United Community Church, St. Johnsbury) encouraged the creation 

accessible space in church.  

● Erika Thompson (United Community Church, St. Johnsbury) promoted WISE Church 

to help break the stigma of mental illness.  

Quilt Ministries 

● Rev. Mark Koyama described the Quilt Ministries project that created 8 quilts to 

memorialize the final words of George Floyd. These quilts were displayed around the 

sanctuary during the Annual Meeting. More information is available at saq1.org.  

Ordination Anniversaries  

60 years: Rev. Jordan E. Dickinson, Rev. Paul E. Willard, Rev. John N. Bixby Jr 

55 years: Rev. Robert M. Hundley, Rev. James Macintyre III 

50 years: Rev. Marshall R. Hudson-Knapp, Rev. Jay D. Sprout 

45 years: Rev. Marcia A. Dorey, Rev. Edward “Pete” Hults, Rev. Karen S. Lipinczyk, 

Rev. Richard E. Ringenwald Sr., Rev. Rev. Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas 

40 years: Rev. Janet Langdon, Rev. Joan N. O'Gorman, Rev. Joan W. Vincent 

35 years: Rev. Evelyn E. Lavelli, Rev. Mark A. Mendes 

30 years: Rev. Harold E. Masback III 

25 years: Rev. Peter O. Plagge, Rev. Shawn E. Bracebridge, Rev. Mary Thompson, 

Rev. Margaret Wickham Tooker, Rev. Dr. Nancy Wood 

15 years: Rev. Cordelia Burpee, Rev. Ken White 

10 years: Rev. Elliot Munn, Rev. Matthew A. von Behrens  

 

Hope Fund 

● Paul explained that the purpose of the Hope Fund provides seed money to fund new 

ideas that seek to build relationships with those in the community who are outside the 

church, to disciple church youth and adults, and to do good in the community. He also 

encouraged donations to the Hope Fund.  

● Caryne Eskridge (Weybridge) introduced the members of the committee and 

highlighted recent projects that received grants totaling more than $20k this year, as 

well as those churches that have received grants from the Hope Fund over the past 3 

years.  Danville and Malletts Bay were two of them. 

Nominating Committee Report 

● Lynn expressed appreciation to the 4 people coming off of the Board of Directors and 

the 2 coming off of the Ministerial Standing ad Standards Committee. 

● Lynn presented the slate of nominations for the Board of Directors.  

2026-2027 Rev. Caryne Eskridge, Vice Moderator 

2025-2026 Leigh McCaffrey, Treasurer 
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2025-2028 Rev. Erin Reardon, Chair 

2025-2028 Curtiss Reed, Jr. 

2nd 2025-2028 Rev. Dr. Scott Couper 

2nd 2025-2028 Rev. James Merriam 

● Erin Reardon (Waitsfield) moved for the approval of the slate, which was seconded by 

Skip Dickinson (Dorset). The motion passed. 

● Lynn led the covenantal commitment to commission those called to serve on all of the 

Boards and Committees of the Conference.  

Gifts and Thanks 

● There was a raffle of prizes for those who donated to Friends of the Conference. 

Carrie Youngblood won the wooden charcuterie board and Debbie Ingram won the 

Vermont goodies gift basket.  

● Carrie offered thanks for the honor of serving as moderator and figuratively passed the 

gavel to John.  

● Lynn thanked Carrie for her service as moderator.  

The meeting was adjourned at the conclusion of worship. 
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About Rev. Dr. Shari Prestemon 

The Rev. Shari Prestemon began her service as an 

Officer of the United Church of Christ in January 2024. 

She was formally elected by General Synod delegates 

in July 2025 as Associate General Minister and Co-

Executive of Global Ministries. 

Shari's current duties leading the Love of Neighbor unit 

of the National Ministries of the United Church of Christ 

include the oversight of 4 ministry teams: Global 

Ministries, Global HOPE (Humanitarian. Opportunities. 

Partners. Empowerment), the Office for Public Policy 

& Advocacy in Washington, D.C., and the United 

Nations liaison office. Her role as Co-Executive of 

Global Ministries includes leading the Cleveland-

based Global Ministries staff and overseeing 250 

global partnerships in nearly 90 countries. 

Rev. Prestemon previously served as the Minnesota 

Conference UCC Conference Minister (2013-2023), as 

Executive Director at the UCC's Back Bay Mission in 

Biloxi, Mississippi (2000-2013), and as pastor to local 

UCC congregations in Wheaton, Illinois and Stevens 

Point, Wisconsin. 
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Celebrations of Giving 
———————————————————————————— 

With gratitude for the congregations whose generous giving strengthens the wider ministry of the Church.   

Basic Support (OCWM) 

Total Giving: $308,115   •   Number of Churches: 60 

United Church (Bellows Falls) First Congregational 

(Hartland) 

Federated Church 

(Rochester) 

Second Congregational 

Church (Bennington) 

United Church (Hinesburg) Grace Congregational Church 

(Rutland) 

Congregational Church 

(Brandon) 

Second Congregational 

Church (Hyde Park) 

First Congregational (Sharon) 

Centre Congregational 

(Brattleboro) 

Second Congregational 

(Jeffersonville) 

Community Church 

(Shrewsbury) 

First Congregational Church 

(Brattleboro) 

Second Congregational 

(Londonderry) 

Congregational (South Hero) 

Federated Church (Bristol) United Church (Ludlow) First Congregational 

(Springfield) 

College St. Congregational 

(Burlington) 

First Congregational Church 

(Lyndonville) 

United Community Church 

(St. Johnsbury) 

First Congregational Church 

(Burlington) 

Meeting House (Marlboro) United Church (Thetford) 

Federated Church (Castleton) Congregational (Middlebury) United Church (Underhill) 

Congregational Church 

(Charlotte) 

Bethany Church (Montpelier) Congregational Church 

(Vergennes) 

First Congregational 

(Cornwall) 

First Congregational Church 

(Morrisville) 

United Church Of Christ 

(Waitsfield) 

United Church (Craftsbury 

Common) 

Congregational (New Haven) United Church Of Christ 

(Warren) 

Congregational (Danville) First Congregational 

(Newfane) 

Congregational (Waterbury) 

United Church (Dorset) United Church (Newport) Congregational (Wells River) 

Federated Church (East 

Arlington) 

First Congregational (North 

Hyde Park) 

Congregational (West 

Newbury) 

Old Meeting House (East 

Montpelier) 

United Church (Northfield) Congregational Church 

(Westminster West) 

First Congregational (Essex 

Junction) 

Congregational Church 

(Norwich) 

Westmore Community Church 

First Congregational (Fair 

Haven) 

Congregational Church 

(Pittsford) 

Congregational (Weybridge) 

United Church Of Christ 

(Greensboro) 

Congregational Church (Post 

Mills) 

United Federated 

(Williamstown) 

Guilford Community Congregational Church 

(Richmond) 

Federated (Williston) 
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One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 

Total Giving: $37,828   •   Number of Churches: 43 

United Church (Bellows Falls) United Church Of Christ 

(Greensboro) 

Grace Congregational Church 

(Rutland) 

Second Congregational Church 

(Bennington) 

Guilford Community First Congregational (Shoreham) 

First Congregational Church 

(Berlin) 

Second Congregational Church 

(Hyde Park) 

Congregational (South Hero) 

Centre Congregational 

(Brattleboro) 

Second Congregational 

(Jeffersonville) 

First Congregational (Springfield) 

First Congregational Church 

(Brattleboro) 

United Church (Ludlow) United Community Church (St. 

Johnsbury) 

College St. Congregational 

(Burlington) 

First Congregational Church 

(Lyndonville) 

Congregational Church 

(Vergennes) 

First Congregational Church 

(Burlington) 

Congregational (Middlebury) United Church Of Christ 

(Waitsfield) 

Congregational Church (Charlotte) First Congregational Church 

(Morrisville) 

United Church Of Christ (Warren) 

Congregational (Danville) Congregational (New Haven) Congregational (Waterbury) 

United Church (Dorset) First Congregational (Newfane) Congregational (Wells River) 

Federated Church (East Arlington) First Congregational (North Hyde 

Park) 

Congregational (Weybridge) 

United Church Of Christ (East 

Burke) 

Congregational (North Pomfret) Federated (Williston) 

Old Meeting House (East 

Montpelier) 

United Church (Northfield) The Old South Church (Windsor) 

First Congregational (Essex 

Junction) 

Congregational Church (Post Mills) First Congregational (Fair Haven) 

 Congregational Church (Richmond)   
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Neighbors in Need (NIN) 

Total Giving: $17,916   •   Number of Churches: 42 

United Church (Bellows Falls) United Church Of Christ 

(Greensboro) 

Grace Congregational Church 

(Rutland) 

Second Congregational 

Church (Bennington) 

Guilford Community First Congregational 

(Shoreham) 

First Congregational Church 

(Berlin) 

Second Congregational 

Church (Hyde Park) 

Community Church 

(Shrewsbury) 

Centre Congregational 

(Brattleboro) 

Second Congregational 

(Jeffersonville) 

Congregational (South Hero) 

First Congregational Church 

(Brattleboro) 

United Church (Ludlow) First Congregational 

(Springfield) 

College St. Congregational 

(Burlington) 

First Congregational Church 

(Lyndonville) 

United Community Church 

(St. Johnsbury) 

First Congregational Church 

(Burlington) 

First Congregational Church 

(Morrisville) 

United Church Of Christ 

(Waitsfield) 

Congregational Church 

(Charlotte) 

Congregational (New Haven) United Church Of Christ 

(Warren) 

United Church (Craftsbury 

Common) 

First Congregational 

(Newbury) 

Congregational (Wells River) 

Congregational (Danville) First Congregational (North 

Hyde Park) 

Congregational (West Dover) 

United Church (Dorset) Congregational (North 

Pomfret) 

Congregational (West 

Newbury) 

Federated Church (East 

Arlington) 

United Church (Northfield) Congregational (Weybridge) 

United Church Of Christ (East 

Burke) 

Congregational Church (Post 

Mills) 

Federated (Williston) 

First Congregational (Essex 

Junction) 

Congregational Church 

(Richmond) 

The Old South Church 

(Windsor) 

  

  

Strengthen the Church (STC) 

Total Giving: $8,145   •   Number of Churches: 27 

Centre Congregational 

(Brattleboro) 

Guilford Community Grace Congregational Church 

(Rutland) 

First Congregational Church 

(Brattleboro) 

Second Congregational 

Church (Hyde Park) 

Community Church 

(Shrewsbury) 

College St. Congregational 

(Burlington) 

Second Congregational 

(Jeffersonville) 

Congregational (South Hero) 

Congregational Church 

(Charlotte) 

United Church (Ludlow) First Congregational 

(Springfield) 

Congregational (Danville) First Congregational Church 

(Lyndonville) 

United Community Church 

(St. Johnsbury) 
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United Church (Dorset) First Congregational Church 

(Morrisville) 

United Church Of Christ 

(Waitsfield) 

Federated Church (East 

Arlington) 

Congregational (New Haven) United Church Of Christ 

(Warren) 

First Congregational (Essex 

Junction) 

Congregational (North 

Pomfret) 

Congregational (Wells River) 

United Church Of Christ 

(Greensboro) 

United Church (Northfield) Congregational (Weybridge) 

  

  

The Christmas Fund 

Total Giving: $17,599   •   Number of Churches: 33 

United Church (Bellows Falls) First Congregational (Essex 

Junction) 

United Church (Northfield) 

Second Congregational 

Church (Bennington) 

United Church Of Christ 

(Greensboro) 

Congregational Church 

(Richmond) 

First Congregational Church 

(Berlin) 

Guilford Community Grace Congregational Church 

(Rutland) 

Centre Congregational 

(Brattleboro) 

Second Congregational 

Church (Hyde Park) 

Community Church 

(Shrewsbury) 

First Congregational Church 

(Brattleboro) 

Second Congregational 

(Jeffersonville) 

First Congregational 

(Springfield) 

College St. Congregational 

(Burlington) 

United Church (Ludlow) United Community Church 

(St. Johnsbury) 

Congregational Church 

(Charlotte) 

First Congregational Church 

(Lyndonville) 

United Church Of Christ 

(Waitsfield) 

Congregational (Danville) First Congregational Church 

(Morrisville) 

United Church Of Christ 

(Warren) 

United Church (Dorset) Congregational (New Haven) Congregational (Wells River) 

Federated Church (East 

Arlington) 

First Congregational 

(Newfane) 

Congregational (West Dover) 

United Church Of Christ (East 

Burke) 

Congregational (North 

Pomfret) 

Congregational (Weybridge) 

  

  

2025 5-for-5 Achievers 

The following 24 churches contributed to all five categories during the 2025 reporting cycle: 

Centre Congregational 

(Brattleboro) 

United Church Of Christ 

(Greensboro) 

United Church (Northfield) 

First Congregational Church 

(Brattleboro) 

Guilford Community Church Grace Congregational Church 

(Rutland) 

College St. Congregational 

(Burlington) 

Second Congregational 

Church (Hyde Park) 

First Congregational 

(Springfield) 

Congregational Church Second Congregational United Community Church 
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(Charlotte) (Jeffersonville) (St. Johnsbury) 

Congregational (Danville) United Church (Ludlow) United Church Of Christ 

(Waitsfield) 

United Church (Dorset) First Congregational Church 

(Lyndonville) 

United Church Of Christ 

(Warren) 

Federated Church (East 

Arlington) 

First Congregational Church 

(Morrisville) 

Congregational (Wells River) 

First Congregational (Essex 

Junction) 

Congregational (New Haven) Congregational (Weybridge) 

  

 

 

We celebrate with gratitude the 200th anniversary of United Community 

Church, UCC of St. Johnsbury ɭ Happy 200th!  
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Friday Evening Worship 

 

Call to Worship  

 

One: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, but the earth became 
chaos and emptiness, and darkness came over the face of the Deep yet the 
Spirit of God was brooding over the surface of the waters. (Gen 1:12) 

All: In the beginning there was the Word; the Word was in God's presence, and the 
Word was God. (John 1:1) 

One: They began to complain against Moses and Aaron there in the wilderness.  The 
people of Israel said to them, "If only we had died by YHWH's hand in the land 
of Egypt, when we sat next to pots of meat and ate our bread till we were filled!  
But now you have brought the whole community out into this wilderness to die 
of hunger!" (Exodus 16:23) 

All: With one mind they devoted themselves in constant prayer.  The community of 
believers was of one mind and one heart. None of them claimed anything as 
their own; rather, everything was held in common. (Acts 1:14b; Acts 4:32) 

One: Spare me the racket of your chanting! Relieve me of the strumming of your 
harps!  Instead let Justice flow like an unfailing stream. (Amos 5:23-24) 

All: Yet the hour is coming and is already here when real worshipers will worship 
Abba God in Spirit and truth. Indeed it is just such worshipers whom Abba God 
seeks. God is Spirit, and those who worship God must worship in Spirit and in 
truth. (John 4:23-24) 

All: Let us worship God in Spirit and in truth with growing faith, great hope, and 
awesome love! 
 

Hymn / O God Our Help in Ages Past (jazz version)  

 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.  
 
Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame,  
From everlasting you are God, to endless years the same.  
 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, soon bears us all away;  
We fly forgotten, as a dream fades at the opening day.  
 
Under the shadow or your throne your saints have dwelt secure;  
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Sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure.  
 
A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone,  
Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun.  
 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  
Still be our God while troubles last, and our eternal home. 

 
 

Litany & Candle Lighting 
 

Leader: May the Peace which passes all understanding be with you! 

All: And also with you! 

First 
Reader: 

Light is an image from scripture associated with peace, harmony and oneness 
with God. When all was in chaos God said, Let there be light, and created order 
– and called it good.  

All: Order is a facet  of God's goodness and of all that is created. We see order in 
the light. Let us celebrate the light of the world. 

Second 
reader: 

In the great story of the Exodus from Egypt the people were afraid and fearful 
for their lives. God gave them a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night 
that they might find their way to freedom and order and peace. 

All: We too are afraid that the nations will lose their way. O, God, give us order from 
the chaos that we might find our way to peace. 

Leader: Let us place upon Christ's Holy Table, where everyone is welcome, this candle. 
Let us light it and let it stand as a beacon calling us from chaos and warfare to 
order and peace. 

The candle is illuminated and placed on the Communion table. 

Leader: Let us pray to the God of life and light, for Order and for Peace: 

All: God who created light that your children might walk in light and live in shared 
abundance, we come before you in faith and in hope that even now the nations 
might choose to walk in light and order. 
Drawn to the light of this candle we make bold to pray that you would touch the 
hearts and minds of world leaders afresh. May the councils of the powerful yield 
to your everlasting wisdom. Wherever chaos and threats abound, may your 
Peace and understanding quiet fear and animosity.  

Leader: Holy One, give new and powerful gifts of courage and leadership to those who 
speak and work for Peace. Help us to confess that chaos in this time is a mark 
of our failing one another and contrary to your will.  In these days of anxiety and 
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intentional chaos stand by us and make us strong that we might not be 
paralyzed by fear but rather empowered to speak on behalf of Peace, work for 
order and Peace, pray for Peace, and live in Peace with one another. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn / Somos El Barquo, Pete Seeger 
 
Somos el barquo. Somos el mar. Yo navego en ti; tu navegas en mi.  
We are the boat. We are the sea. I sail in you, you sail in me.  
 
The stream sings it to the river and the river sings it to the sea,  
and the sea sings it to the boat that carries you and me. (refrain) 
 
The boat that we are sailing in is built by many hands,  
and the sea that we are sailing on touches ev'ry land.  (refrain) 
 
Now the voyage has been long and hard yet we are sailing still;  
with a song to help us pull together if we only will. (refrain) 
 
So with our hopes we raise the sails to face the winds once more; and with our hearts we 
chart the waters never sailed before. 
 
 

 
Benediction 

Leader: Let us choose to trust that chaos can be the raw material from which God’s kin-
dom comes.   

All: Lord, make us an instrument of your peace! 

Leader: Let us seek the ways of divine justice that hold promise for all life in lasting 
order and peace rather than domination by chaos. 

All: Lord, make us an instrument of your peace! 

Leader: Then let us go from this place to bring light in gloom, hope in despair, order from 
chaos, and to sow true and lasting peace by word and deed. 

All: Lord, make us an instrument of your peace! Amen! 
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Saturday Morning Worship 
 

Opening Candle Lighting Ritual 

 
Song / The Lordõs Prayer (Itõs Yours), Matt Maher, 2022 

 
Creator, let Your Kin-dom come 
Creator, let Your will be done 
On Earth as in Heaven 
Right here in my heart (2x) 
 
Give us this day our daily bread 
Forgive us, forgive us 
As we forgive the ones who sinned against us, 
 forgive them 
And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from the evil one 
Let Your kin-dom come 
 
Creator, let Your Kin-dom come 
Creator, let Your will be done 
On Earth as in Heaven 
Right here in my heart (2x) 
 
It's Yours, it's Yours 
All Yours, all Yours 
The kin-dom, the power, the glory are Yours 
It's Yours, it's Yours 
All Yours, all Yours 
Forever and ever the kingdom is Yours 
 
Creator, let Your Kin-dom come 
Creator, let Your will be done 
On Earth as in Heaven 
Right here in my heart (2x) 

 

Scripture & Prayer 
 

Leader: James 5:13-18 (NRSV) Are any among you suffering? They should pray. 
Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among 
you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray 
over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.  



 

28 
Annual Meeting 2026                          Vermont Conference United Church of Christ      

Phil Brown: Kyrie eleison, eleison 

Leader: 15 The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; 
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16 Therefore 
confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you 
may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 

Phil Brown: Kyrie eleison, eleison 

Leader: 17 Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might 
not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 
18 Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded 
its harvest. 

Phil Brown: Kyrie eleison, eleison 

Leader: Let us Pray from our hearts…. 
(Silence is held for prayer  - 3-4 minutes) 

Phil Brown: Kyrie eleison, eleison 
AMEN 

 
 

Benediction 
Song / This Is Not the End, Gungor, 2011 

 
This is not the end 
This is not the end of this 
We will open our eyes wide, wider 
This is not our last 
This is not our last breath 
We will open our mouths wide, wider 
 
And you know you’ll be alright 
Oh and you know you’ll be alright 
 
This is not the end 
This is not the end of us 
We will shine like the stars bright, brighter 

 ———————————————————————————— 
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Saturday Afternoon Worship 

 
              Hymn / In the Midst of New Dimensions  

 
In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways. Who will lead the pilgrim 
peoples wandering in their separate ways? 
 
[Refrain] God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, We your people, ours the 
journey now and ever, now and ever, now and ever more. 
 
Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair, Who will lift the olive 
branches? Who will light the flame of care? 
 
[Refrain] God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, We your people, ours the 
journey now and ever, now and ever, now and ever more. 
 
Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain,  
May your blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the church again. 
 
[Refrain] God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, We your people, ours the 
journey now and ever, now and ever, now and ever more. 
 

 

Prayer of Confession  

Leader: Still Speaking God, we confess that we often don’t listen for you in the midst of 
our noisy, busy, chaotic lives.  Grant us your order and your peace, a peace that 
invites a silence where only you can be heard. We acknowledge that our failure 
to hear is more often than not because we are not listening.   

All: May our prayers be rooted in trust, in faith, and not supplications in which we 
expect instant gratification and simple answers.   Forgive us for trying to quench 
our thirst with the things of this world rather than with the waters of life offered 
by you.  
 
Gracious God, we seek your grace, knowing that as we have been hurt, we 
have hurt.  Holy Spirit, breathe on us.  Free us from our pain, our guilt, so that in 
our freedom we may find wholeness for ourselves and seek wholeness for all.  
 
From the chaos of our lives and world, give us ears, eyes, voices, feet, and 
hands to bring order, rooted in faith and in love. Oh God, hear our prayers. 
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Leader: The Good News is that all we seek, all we ask, all we pray for is already given 
us for the taking.   God’s grace is a gift freely offered to all.  God's beautiful 
order that is authentic life and living is always ready to be discovered.  We 
accept these sacred gifts for ourselves and share them with the world. Through 
this, all will be well.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

All:  Eternal Spirit, Earthmaker, Painbearer, Lifegiver, Source of all that is and that 
shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The 
hallowing of your name echo through the universe! The way of your justice be 
followed by the peoples of the world! Your heavenly will be done by all created 
beings!  
 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on 
earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from 
one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. From 
trials too great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For 
you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. Amen.  
(from the Anglican Church of New Zealand) 

Offering Introduction 

The Vermont Conference established an endowed scholarship in honor of the Rev. George 

Washington Henderson at Dillard University, a historically Black college associated with the 

United Church of Christ, nearly two decades ago. The proceeds from every other Annual 

Meeting offering continues our support for this scholarship. 

GW Henderson was born enslaved in Virginia and moved after the Civil War to Underhill, 

Vermont where he quickly distinguished himself as a scholar, graduating top of his class from 

the University of Vermont in 1877 and receiving a B.Div. degree from Yale University in 1883. 

He worked as a principal in several Vermont schools including Jericho Academy, Craftsbury 

Academy and Newport Graded Schools. After leaving Vermont, Henderson became a 

Congregational Minister, serving in both church and academic settings, including at Dillard 

University. 

Doxology 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here on earth; 
Praise God for all that Love has done, 
Creator, Christ and Spirit one. Amen 
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Unison Prayer of Dedication 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, we dedicate our offerings to love, healing, and beloved 
community.   
May our gifts be instruments of peace, offering ways of order rooted in love seeking dignity, 
equity, and opportunity for all of Your Creation. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

God, Creator of Order from chaos, life from death, we give thanks for all that you have done, 

are doing, and will do. May the gifts of the bread of life and the New Covenant given to us 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, strengthen us, prepare us, embolden us to be the church in 

the chaos, spreading the Good News of the power of faith, hope, peace, and love in and 

through it all. Amen. 

Closing Poem 

 

A poem by Rainer Maria Rilke, from the book Rilke’s Book of Hours: Love Poems to God, 

translated by Anita Barrows and Joanna Macy.   

 

God speaks to each of us as he (God) makes us,  

then walks with us silently out of the night.  

These are the words we dimly hear: 

You, sent out beyond your recall,  

go to the limits of your longing.  

Embody me. 

 

Flare up like flame  

and make big shadows I can move in. 

Let everything happen to you: beauty and terror.   

Just keep going.  No feeling is final.   

Don’t let yourself lose me. 

Nearby is the country they call life 

You will know it by its seriousness. 

Give me your hand 

 

Creator let Your Kingdom come  
 
Creator, let Your Kin-dom come 

Creator, let Your will be done 

 

On Earth as in Heaven 

Right here in my heart (2x) 
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Benediction 

 

Now let us be the church in the chaos and with great faith and beloved community,  let us 

each and together Go in peace, to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our 

God. 

 

Postlude: Hymn 

 

Postlude: Hymne d'Actions de grâces, Op. 5, No. 3 - Jean Langlais 
James Farmer, organist 
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Workshops 
Annual Meeting 2026 

The Prophetic Church 

Being the Church in an Age of Distorted Theology, Gangsterized Government, and Moral Destitution 

Presenter: Rev. Ed Sunday-Winters 

This workshop explores how White Christian Nationalism, distorted theology, and the concentration of 

wealth and power are shaping our current public and moral life. Together, participants will reflect on how 

the church can respond faithfully by resisting harmful theology, advocating for justice and compassion, and 

living more fully into its calling in a difficult and divided time. 

Community Advocacy 

Join the Survival Revival! Meeting the Spiritual and Material Needs of our Communities as We Work to End 

Systemic Poverty 

Presenters: Shailly Gupta-Barnes, Phil Wider, Ciara Taylor, and ana g. lara lopez 

This workshop will explore how congregations and communities can respond to poverty and suffering by 

meeting both spiritual and material needs. Participants will be introduced to a model of organizing rooted in 

faith and as old as the Bible, while reflecting on the role of faith communities in the work to end poverty and 

support human dignity. 

Worship Innovation 

Beyond the Hymnal: A Practical Workshop for Worship Innovation 

Presenter: Rev. Ava Bilton 

This experiential workshop will feature a 40 min worship liturgy followed by a Q and A. You'll leave with a 

curated songbook, new playlists, liturgy resources, and practical tips and tools for evolving worship in your 

local church setting. 

 

Should We Save That? 

An Introduction to Preserving Your Church’s Records 

Presenter: Dr. Kyle Roberts 

This workshop will introduce participants to the basics of church records management, the value of 

maintaining an archive, and common questions about preserving church records. Led by the Executive 

Director of the Congregational Library & Archives in Boston, Massachusetts, it will also offer practical 

guidance to help churches begin basic archival work and better preserve records that are valuable to their 

communities. 

Keynote Follow-Up Conversation 

Making Our Way Through the Mess 

Presenter: Rev. Dr. Shari Prestemon 

This conversation will invite participants to reflect further on the keynote themes of faithful leadership, 

perseverance, and the church’s calling in a season of uncertainty. Together, participants will consider how 

congregations can respond with hope, grace, and Spirit-filled courage in challenging times. 
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Ordination Anniversaries 

Rev. Sally P.H. May 10 years 

Rev. Dr. James D. Ross II 10 years 

Rev. Kelly Ann Donahue 10 years 

Rev. John Sanborn 15 years 

Rev. James Semmelroth Darnell 15 years 

Rev. Marjorie Ann MacNeill 25 years 

Rev. Susan G. Mcknight 25 years 

Rev. Laurie S. Krooss 30 years 

Rev. Kimberly McKerley 30 years 

Rev. John M. Grivetti 35 years 

Rev. Tracy Fye Weatherhogg 35 years 

Rev. Paul Sangree 40 years 

Rev. William R. Neil 45 years 

Rev. Martha B. Peck 45 years 

Rev. John P. Merriam 50 years 

Rev. Kathy W. Eddy 50 years 

Rev. Richard B. Crocker 55 years 

Rev. Roger Daly 55 years 

Rev. D. Gene Kraus 55 years 

Rev. Daniel S. Wright 55 years 

Rev. Donald G. Vincent 60 years 

Rev. Lee A. Moore 60 years 

Rev. Robert William Wagner Moyer 60 years 

Rev. David E. L. Brown 65 years 

Rev. Dr. David P. Ransom  65 years 
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Pastoral Transitions 
 

Departing Pastors 

● Rev. Cordelia Burpee retired from the Congregational Church of South Hero, UCC. 

● Rev. Kim McKerley retired from Bethany Church, UCC in Randolph. 
● Rev. Katherine Arthaud retired from the United Church of Fairfax. 

● Rev. Laura C. Engelken was called to Kansas City United Church of Christ. 
● Rev. Ezra Chapolla was called to Casco Village Church in Maine. 

Arriving Pastors 

● Rev. Dr. Amy Lignitz Harken called as Interim Pastor, Bethany Church, UCC in 

Randolph. 

● Rev. Michael Galicia was called as Pastor to the Congregational Church of South 

Hero, UCC. 

● Doug Cameron was called as pastor to Berlin Congregational Church. 
● Lisa Bessette called as Pastor of Bristol Church. 

● Nicole Klosterman called as Pastor of Danville Congregational Church UCC. 

● Rev. Ralph English called as Pastor of Sharon Congregational Church. 

Installations 

● Reverend James Semmelroth Darnell was installed at Barre Congregational Church 

on Sunday, September 14, 2025. 
● Rev. Michael Galicia was installed at the Congregational Church of South Hero, UCC 

on Sunday April 26, 2026. 

Ordinations 

● Rev. Ava Bilton was ordained on July 12, 2025, at First Congregational Church UCC 

of Burlington, VT. 

● Rev. Julie Demaree was ordained on June 8, 2025, at Pittsford Congregational 

Church. 

Members in Discernment 

● Josh Sharp, First Congregational Church of Essex (approved for ordination pending a 

call). 

● Jack Lynch, First Congregational UCC of Burlington. 

● Eliana Cañas, Middlebury Congregational Church. 
● Lynn Pilcher, Grace Congregational Church, Rutland. 

● Pastor Dave Schilling, serving The Old Meeting House as a licensed minister. 

● Hannah Connor, The Old Meeting House. 
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Nominating Report 
2026 Nominating Slate 

ṝ  ṝ  ṝ 

Board of Directors 

Moderator 2026–2026 John Hill 

Vice Moderator 2026–2027 Rev. Caryne Eskridge 

Treasurer 2026–2027 Leigh McCaffrey 

Assistant Treasurer 2026–2027 Laura Nassau 

1st 2026–2029 Rev. Amy Davin 

Chair / 2nd 2025–2028 Rev. Erin Reardon-Warren 

1st 2025–2028 Curtiss Reed, Jr. 

2nd 2025–2028 Rev. Dr. Scott Couper 

1st 2024–2027 Pastor Jane LoBrutto 

 

Ministerial Standing and Standards Committee 

Co-Chair / 1st 2024–2027 Rev. Paul Eyer 

Scribe / 1st 2023–2026 Rev. Jonathan Hauze 

Licensure / 2nd 2025–2028 Pastor Michael Mario 

Licensure / 1st 2024–2027 Rev. Rhonda Myers 

MID / 1st 2024–2027 Rev. Jeremy Kirk 

1st 2026–2029 Rev. Paula Giles 

1st 2026–2029 Rev. James Semmelroth-Darnell 

1st 2023–2026 Rev. Alyssa May 

1st 2025–2028 Rev. Cass Poulos 

1st 2025–2028 Jennifer Cummings 

 

Nominating Committee 

  ex officio Rev. Dr. Lynn Bujnak, Conference Staff 

  staff Rev. Jackie Lingelbach 

3rd 2025–2028 Dick Dale 

1st 2025–2028 Rev. Amy Davin 

2nd 2026–2029 Rev. Rhonda Myers 

2nd 2026–2029 Rev. Rob Hamm 

1st 2024–2027 Peter Plagge 
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1st 2025–2028 Rev. D. Mark Blank 

  

Investment Committee 

2nd   2026–2029  Rev. Elliott Munn — Chair 

1st   2025–2028   Cyndie Holden 

1st   2025–2028   Dick Dale 

1st   2026–2029   Rev. James Merriam 

Treasurer             Rev. Leigh McCaffrey 

Assistant Treasurer    Laura Nassau 

Finance / Stewardship Committee 

1st   2024–2027    Rev. Shawn Bracebridge 

2nd   2025–2028   Rev. Paul Eyer 

1st   2025–2028    Dick Dale 

1st   2024–2027    Rev. Thew Deen 

2nd   2026–2029   Rev. Elliot Munn 

Treasurer              Rev. Leigh McCaffrey 

Assistant Treasurer     Laura Nassau 

  

Justice and Witness Ministries 

Chair 2025–2028 Debbie Ingram 

Racial Justice   Sally May 

Environment Justice   Fred Taylor 

Member at Large   Sally Kerschner 

Member at Large   Michelle Fountain 

Refugees   Krista Reincke* 

Mental Health   Theresa Lever 

Vermont Low Income Advocacy 
Representative 

  Esther Farnsworth 

Global Ministries   Rev. Kim McKerley 

Summer Lunch Program     

  

Annual Meeting Planning Committee 

Rev. Peter Plagge 

Rev. Terry Hanley 

Jane LoBrutto 

Rev. Lahoma Howard 

Phil Brown 

Ava Bilton — AMPC Worship 

John Hill 

Sally May 

  

Convocation Planning 

Vermont Ecumenical Council and Bible Society 

Vermont Congregational Home, Inc. 

(Atkinson Residence Home for the Retired) 
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With Gratitude 
———————————————————————————— 

With thanksgiving for all whose gifts, leadership, service, and faithful work helped bring this Annual 

Meeting to life.  

Our Annual Meeting Planning Committee 

Jane LoBurutto, chair, and members Terry Hanley, Sally May, Phil Brown, Peter Plagge, John 

Hill, and Lahoma Howard for their vision, planning and hard work. 

Our Keynote Speaker 

Rev. Shari Prestemon for inspiring us to Be the Church in the Chaos. 

Our Host Church 

Rev. Lahoma J. Howard and the volunteers of United Community Church, UCC of St. Johnsbury, 

for their gracious welcome and generous hospitality. 

Building, Logistics, and Onsite Support 

Maurine Hennings, Phil Brown, Erika Thompson, Barbara Connelly, Jessica Sanville, and Shari 

Sargent, for their care, coordination, and support with the building, logistics, office assistance, 

technical support, and other onsite needs. 

The Bus! 
Dorset and East Rupert Church, UCC for generously providing their bus to help with 

transportation and for volunteer driver, Julie Demaree 

Conference Support 

Iryna Burtolik for her energy, skill and expertise as Annual Meeting Administrator. Laura Nassau 

and Leigh McCaffrey for financial preparation. Jenni Grout for administrative support. Jackie 

Lingelbach for coordination and slide/presentation production. Our Conference Ministers, Lynn 

Bujnak and Paul Sangree, for their leadership, guidance and faithful presence. 

Worship and Workshops 

Terry Hanley, Sally May, Lahoma Howard, Ava Bilton and Phil Brown for worship leadership and 

planning. For all the outstanding musicians who participated through the meeting. Peter Plagge 

for workshop coordination. 

Meals 

Jane LoBrutto and her daughter for the marvelous food. 

Peacemaker’s Breakfast 

Debbie Ingram for coordinating this important gathering. 
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And with sincere appreciation for all who offered their time, prayer, labor, music, words, 

and presence to make this gathering a faithful expression of the life of the Church. 

 


